Providing opportunities for families to participate together
in producing affordable, high~quality theatrical performances
for the citizens of the Chaska valley region.

chaska valley family theatre preserts
lerner ano loewe’s

Show Dates:

Tuesday, April 10 Thursday, April 19
7 pm 7 pm
Thursday, April 12 Friday, April 20
7 pm 7 pm
Friday, April 13 Saturday, April 21
7pm 2and 7 pm
Saturday, April 14 Sunday April 22
2 and 7pm 2pm
Sunday, April 15
2 pm

For audition information, please see page 3
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CVFT welcomes its 2007 Season by
bringing our audiences the wondrous story of
“Camelot,” the much loved tale set in the
time of King Arthur. Based on the T.H. White
novel, The Once and Future King, the story
was adapted by Alan J Lerner (book) and
Fritz Lowe (music) in 1961 for Broadway and
starred Richard Burton, Julie Andrews and
Robert Goulet.

First and foremost perhaps, it is the love
story of King Arthur and his young queen,
Guinevere and the heartbreak caused by
the arrival of Arthur's most excellent of all
knights, Lancelot du Lac. It is also the story of
a young king, thrust unexpectedly into
power, and his strong desire to change the
world using justice, not force. Arthur's
struggle with the concept of using power for
the good of all has great implications for
leaders in our world, past and present.

Memorable songs include "If Ever |
Would Leave You,” "How to Handle a
Woman" and of course the title song,
“Camelot,” plus all the pageantry and
spectacle of the Royal Court of King Arthur
and the Lords, Ladies and Knights of that
special fime and place that was known as
“Camelot.”

Please join us.

71 ™ Paula Afkins, Director
e




CVFT Names Three
New Board Members

2007 has brought many changes to Chaska
Valley Family Theatre. Along with the retirement
of Board President Bill Coldwell, we bid a fond
farewell to Director Andrew Hasty. Andrew has
served CVFT for many years, and his many
valuable contributions will be greatly missed.

We are happy to welcome new Directors
Charlie Title, Robert Braudt, and Randy Ross to
the Board. All 3 of these gentlemen bring a
great deal of experience to our organization,
both on stage and behind the scenes. Look
forward to reading all about our "New Board"
next time!

"Twas the night after Fruitcakes, and out on the stage
Nothing but emptiness, except for a page -

Of a script that we found, page seventy-seven

It was all about angels, decended from heaven.

Theatre Events Around Town

We read it, and thought back to great memories
Of whirlygigs, Buster, and green Christmas trees . . .
The kitchen of Sarah and Miss Alice, 100 Bloomington Civic Theater - Bloomington
Of Beebo, and Skeeter, and Miss Mattie Sue Love Letters

December 29, 2006 - January 6, 2007
There was Mack, there was Jamie,

There were kids who had pox Cross Community Plavers - Maol ov
There were hunters and sheep, C ty Play ple Grove

. “Midsummer Night's Dream”
BethleHAM in a box

Feb 9-11, 16-18, 2007
And who could forget, the angel named Clyde

Who shot through his boat, while sitting inside! Minneapolis Musical Theater
And Buster the Christmas Hog, all gussied up “Zombie Prom"

Who freaked Betty Jane, when he sparked and blew up March 2 - 25. 2007

The eggnog had flavorin' - plenty to spare

With fruitcakes galore (but moldy - who cared?) Stepping Stone Theater - S$t. Paul
The RC's and moonpies made plenty to eat Young MLK...And a Child Shall Lead
But we're glad we saved room for the pickled pig's February 2-25, 2007

feet. '

And who could forget, that blue house so tall

All strung up with lights, "Oh come see, y'alll" Minnetonka Community Theater

“That Beebo's outdone hisself this time" we're told “The Imaginary Invalid”

The Grand lllumination was a site to behold! February 16, 17, 22, 23, 24 at 7:30 pm
Feb. 18 at 1:0

But we thought most of all, of the great crew and cast 0

Made up of new folks, and some from the past . .

Who all performed magic, for people to see For a list of many more Minnesota Theaters

They all left with smiles from CVFT and what's showing go to http://

www.curtainrising.com/usa/usa mn.htmi

“Perhaps we're all angels,” we heard Alice say
“Drifting unseen,” through our lives every day
You'll all be our angels, from now til the end
So have a great Christmas, til we meet again!

Bill & Randy g.:zjy




"Every year. weé'have ¢ garage sale and we never

sell anything. Maybe %gfdan'f Kave this sale to sell
things. We can't let’ neople bu oy stuff, it doesn't
mean anything fo them )

Mabel

Life can be like a garage sale. The stuff we never sell
ends up back in the basement or in somebody else's
garage. There it sits until we bring it out again. If we
hold on to it long enough, at some point it becomes
a part of us. It tells the story of our lives: our
relationships, our joys and sorrows. If we hang on to
that bad "stuff" too long, the garage gets.
overcrowded and things start to spill out. Maybe
everyone should have a garage sale from time to
time to clean out and start fresh. You can only
accumulate so many boxes and bags. Give it up,
and get rid of the exira baggage. However, that
wonderful stuff that has brought us happiness should
be held on to always. This is the philosopy of nine
old ladies who's life stories can be told by the junk
they have collected in their garages and basements
over the years.

Garage Sale is the heartwarming and hilarious story
of these women. They have held the same garage
sale for 30 years without ever selling a thing. In the
process, however, they learn of life, love, laughter,
friendship and most importantly, the value of their
“Stuff”. Chaska Valley Family Theatre's New
Production Workshop is pleased to present the first of
what we hope will be many original works by local
playwrights. Join us Mother's Day weekend to
celebrate your "stuff’. Bring your Mom - she's got a
whole lot of stuff to share as well!

General admission tfickets will be on sale at the door.
Visit our website at wwwocvft.org for ticket prices
and show times, as well as information about our
special Mother's Day Brunch Matinee.

CVFT Welcomes New Youth
Representative

Chaska Valley Family Theatre welcomes
Matthew Huang to the Board of Directors as
our 2007 Youth Representative. Currently a
High School Sophomore, Matthew has been
a part of the CVFT family since Elementary
Schooll With extensive experience, both on
stage and behind the scenes, Matt will be a
huge asset to our Board. We are excited to

work with yet another talented CVET Youth! @

alumni, are currently appearign in The Children's

Camelot Audition
Information:

Audition Dates: January 29 and 30, 2007: 4:30-

92:00 pm

Chaska Community Center Theater

Cast Requirements:

14 Men (Ages 15+)

7 Women (16+)

4Teens (13+)

3 Boys (10+)

10-15 Chorus: Men and Women ages 15+

15 Children: ages é+

Auditions will include song, dance and

reading. Dress appropriately.

Prepared song and sheet music desirable.

Dance: experience desirable but not necessary.

D ti r i r 1
ill lowed to si r r ition

Please consider volunteering for one of the
many back-stage roles offered by our
community theater! There are many more
people “"behind the scenes” who make our
productions a memorable experience. If you
wish to be part of this key role in our
production, please come to auditions and fill
out a volunteer form!

ShowBuzz!

Cody Braudt, and Reid Harmson, both CVFT

Theatre Company production of High School
Musical. We are very proud of these two
talented actors!

Once again, Chaska Presents it's student
directed One Act Plays. They will be presented
at Chaska High School on January 25, 26, & 27.

Tickets are available at the door. Many CVFT
members are involved.

Chaska Valley Family Theatre donated $175.00
to Feed My Starving Children this past Holiday
season. Donations were received from our
audiences and cast memebers of Fruitcakes.

Ty
TMany» people . do: wonderful
-things:for- this: organization:
‘and-our. communities.. Iff
“you. know. of'someone: who
is: doing: something
exceptional; please contact:
Jane: McCloskey. with the
details! - wwwicyft.org.

— -




Bill Coldwell: A Legacy

By Paula Atkins

A multitude of people have enjoyed the variety of roles Bill Coldwell has brought to life
onstage at CVFT over the years. Few are aware his enormous contribution to the growth

and development of this community theater in his role as President of the CVFT Board of
Directors.

Let's start at the very beginning (a very good place to startl):

1995: CVFT, as legend has it, was founded by a group of high school friends who were
fortunate to find themselves together for a reunion twenty years after their glory days at
Chaska High School. A Board of Directors was loosely organized through the old-fashioned
process of appointing people to various positions and then calling them to let them know
they were appointed. (This was how | got the job as secretary.) This small group of idealistic
theater lovers had confidence that a successful community theater would evolve as its first
production took shape. It was assumed all the other details would fall into place, things like a
mission statement, a set of by-laws, budget...all the practical arangements no one wants
to think about, but cannot function without. With hard work, a few outfstandingly capable
and knowledgeable people, incredible talent, and lots of luck, all those things did fall into
place. Chaska Valley Family Theatre grew into a remarkably successful community theater
with the emphasis on “family.”

Flash forward: October 19, 2000

Moving into CVFT's 4" year of successful operations, there occurs an opening on the Board of
Directors. One of the applicants, fresh from his critically acclaimed performance as the King
of Siam, is Bill Coldwell. Mary Jo Williams makes the motion to appoint Bill to the Board. Jan
Baker seconds. Motion carries. (President Joyce Windschitl's secret agenda of grooming Bill
for the presidency is unknown at the time, but soon becomes obvious.)

Meanwhile, Bill makes himself invaluable to the operations of CVFT. He again displays his
formidable talents as an actor, portraying royalty once more as Pharoah in “Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.” CVFT continues to grow in membership and the Board
becomes aware of the great responsibilities involved in managing this unique and successful
organization.




Flash forward: January 13, 2001: Bill's exceptional leadership qudlities are becoming
obvious to all board members. Retiring founder of the Board Jan Baker moves to
appoint Bill Vice-president of CVFT. Jane Tadsen seconds the motion. Motion is carried.
(Unbeknownst to Bill, there is now a full-fledged plot by other board members to put
him in the President’s seat, once Joyce's term is fulfilled.)

CVFT experiences growing pains over the next few years, but with guidance and
commitment from the Board, much is accomplished. Locally, CVFT gains a reputation
for quality, affordable theater. Bill's performance as the Lion (royalty once again) in
“Wizard of Oz" is hailed as “inspiring and thought-provoking.” CVFT's block-buster
production of "Peter Pan” directed by Bill Coldwell and Randy Herget is deemed
“Inspiring!” A “must-seel” At this point, Bill and his family have found themselves firmly
ensconced in the CVFT “family.”

Flash Forward: August 25, 2003: Joyce Windschitl announces her retirement: Although
Bill is busy preparing to direct “Buddy: The Buddy Holly Story,” he accepts the
nomination as President of Board of Directors. CVFT's future is secure and in the best of
hands.

As President of CVFT, Bill left his mark. Experience and a hands-on understanding of all
aspects of theater made him invaluable to the growth of our organization. His ability to
motivate people to volunteer, his thoughtful and sensible suggestions for improvement,
and especially, his drive and dedication, have been an inspiration to all who have had
the good fortune to have worked with him through the years.

A mere thank you seems inadequate, but when it comes from the hearts of so many,
it's almost as good as a set of CVFT bookends.

Thanks Bill.







